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then visited her home, paid for her with presents and
ehieha, and asked her parents to consent to his keep-
ing her- Following this there was a period of eight
days of "proof/5 or a short trial marriage, during
which time the groom could reject his bride if she did
not come up to expectations physically or in her abil-
ity to sew, weave or perform the domestic duties of a
wife. Girls who were not adepts at the essential arts
and industries were soon found out and rejected, un-
til they were forced by the requirements of the law to
become proficient in wifely duties.
Widows were much preferred to virgins owing to
their greater experience and skill in household duties,
and were known as chuqw-sonkos or hearts of gold*
Widows., however, never married widowers, though
whether they preferred the single men or whether the
widowers preferred maidens, is uncertain. In those
localities where there was a superabundance of single
men, the camachicue or prefect had them lined up in
the plaza facing the file of marriageable girls, and
each was forced to select a girl. In case a man de-
sired a particular girl who already had been chosen
by some other youth, he was obliged to content him-
self with the next best.
Naturally, in a confederation built up of innumer-
able distinct races, a common language was required,
and hence the Incas forced the people to acquire the
Quichua dialect, and Quichua became the recognized
tongue of the Incan Empire, even though the people
retained their own local dialects in some places. Nat-
urally, too, one of the results of the communistic gov-
ernment was to create an enormously wealthy and
elaborate Court and a large, powerful and wealthy